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h i /i George Elliott ranks aomg the very best operator algebraists in the worlabalpd shares with two
Fields medallists. In addition to being extremebgdioictive, he has been a visionary who has setthe

subjecton anew course. A dramatic conjecture that he made ten years ago suggested a mechanism for
classifying a large and important clasS'eblgebras. Moreover he established the prototype theorem
‘ stimulating a decade of intense searching for more pieces of thidiespile some initial scepticism,

Eliotts program has had some dramaticasses; and itis now clear that his classification scheme is of
. fundamental importance and applies to a significant part of the conjectured class.
George A. Elliott

University of Toronto

This work has led not only to isomorphism theorentSfealgebras sharing common invariants, but has also led to constructions that show that many
C*-algebras have a special structure that was notimagined a decade ago. In the last few years, Elliott's woddnizduHeyneany awards,
including the CRM/Fields Institute prize, a Connaught Transformative grant from the University of Toronto and a Kilafellesshiph The

CMS is pleased to honour him as the winner of this year's Jeffery-Williams prize.

George Eliott est sadeute [un des meilleurs awwntle dans le domaine des opérateurs dalgebreyeeneuyil partage avec deux niléd#ields.

En plus d'étre extrémement productf, il est considéré comme un visionnaire aprés avoir dirigé le domaine dans urle tlicgetioouievait

proposé ily a plus de dix ans une conjecture dramatique qui suggééatnismpour classifier une importante classe d'algebres C*. De plus, il
établit un théoréme prototype qui a stimulé une décennie d'intense recherche pour d'autres morceaux du casse-téte.

Malgré un scepticisme initial, le programme d'Eliiott a quand méme accompli un succés dramatique; il est maintedaintioetsdaisysteme
de classffication restera d'une importance fondamentale et trouvera des applications sur une partie sighificaisegiggstegsada conjecture.
Cetouvrage a débouché sur des théorémes disomorphismes d'algébres C* ayant des invariants en commun, mais auisissina@semtst
des structures dalgebres inconnues il y a dix ans. Dans les quelques dernieres années, liistirantétédonnus par plusieurs prix, en
particulier celui des instituts CRM/Fields, laeirse Gnnaught Transformation de 'Université de Toronto, en plus aiorention de recherche
Killam.

La SMC est heureuse de lui accorder cette année le prix Jeffery-Williams.
Biographical Information

George Eliott was born in Montreal in 1945. He graduated in Math and Physics from Queen's Urdi9ésSiistiinl completed his doctorate with

Israel Halperin in 1969, starting at Queen's and finishing at the University of Toronto. After postditiclosahpaBC, Queen's and the Institute

for Advanced Study, he took a pemmaneriipoat the University of Copenhagen in 1972. He has been Adjunct Professor at the University of Toronto
since 1984, Honorary Professor at the University of Wales since 1994, and Senior Distinguished Member of titet€ilolsi896. His

principal research interest has been operator algebras and their relationship to topology, geometry, dynamical systama anti pigtheme

in his work has beeK-theory, which has arisen in

mathematics in a number of quite different contexts. Elliott was elected a Fellow of the Royal Society ofiC&2adidergave an invited lecture

atthe ICMin Zurich in 1994; hegeived the CRM/Fields litgte Prize il 995-96; and has held #dn Research Fellowship sirt296. Heis
married to Noriko Yui, a professor of mathematics at Queen's University.

The Jeffery-Williams Lectureship wastrgurated in 1968 to recognize La conférence Jeffery-Williams, crééel@68, rend hommage aux
mathematicians who have made outstanding contributions to mathematical - mathématiciens qui se sont distingués parfgaréexceptionnel ala
research and is presented in conjunction with the Canadian Mathematical  recherche en mathématiques. Elle est présentée dans le cadre de laréunion
Society's Summer Meeting. d'été de la Société mathématique du Canada.
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